
Sometimes the inmates call me the sci-
ence lady… or the dinosaur lady.  I’m 
sure they’ve never been to a Bible study 
quite like mine! Many times I question 
whether it is really important to bring 
evidence-based teaching to the women 
in the jail. Perhaps I should just bring 
love and grace!  They are in such great 
need of both.  I constantly need to re-
mind myself of the call God placed on 
my life to help restore the authority of 
His Word, to help dispel the myth-like 
qualities attributed to the Christian 
faith—the “Santa Claus effect,” as I call 
it—and to replace them with solid truth 
and a firm foundation.  

One time I was addressing the reliability 
of the New Testament: the fact that there 
are nearly 25,000 manuscripts, found as 
early as the eyewitnesses themselves, 
and copied with 99.8% accuracy all the 

way up to the time of the printing press.  
This is the best manuscript and archae-
ological evidence for any writing of 
antiquity… BY FAR!   In the aftermath 
of my bar graphs and a cold-case style 
investigation of the evidence for the his-
toricity of the Gospel records of Jesus, 
I posed a simple question, “If we could 
trust the Bible and God’s promises, how 
would your life be different?” I heard a 
nearly inaudible whisper from a wom-
an who had sat quietly to my left the 
whole time.  With tears rolling down her 
cheeks, she said, “It would mean every-
thing—I would need to start living my 
life for Him; I would need to be sure my 
kiddos knew about God.”  It was one of 
the most honest confessions of faith—
and its implications—I had ever heard.

She went on to share that her grand-
mother had taken her to church. When 
she lost her grandma at the age of nine, 
she started to question God and slide 
away from the faith.  It was an inexora-
ble descent to the place she now found 
herself—incarcerated, separated from 
her own children, unwittingly filling the 
shoes of a mother she had not intended 
to emulate.  On that day, she inadver-
tently discovered what I had desired to 
bring in the first place: love and grace!  
She discovered she could believe in God 
and she could trust His Word.  She dis-
covered that the promises found there 
were for her… and for her children; that 
they themselves could become children 
of God, and heirs to His kingdom.  That 
day, I was A-OK with being “the dino-
saur lady”!  

“It would mean everything…”
By Dr. Kaia Kloster, FaithSearch presenter

Paraclete: 
Coming alongside to advocate
By Dr. Don Bierle, President

The advent of this first issue of the 
FaithSearch “Paraclete” needs some 
explanation. In John 14:16-17 Jesus told 
the apostles He would ask the Father to 
“give you another Helper” who will “be 
in you.” This “Paraclete” (παράκλητον 
in Greek) is identified as the “Spirit of 
truth,” that is, the Holy Spirit. Jesus was 
the first “Paraclete” (1 John 2:1) and the 
Holy Spirit is another of the same kind.

At the time of Jesus, a “paraclete” was 
used in a court of justice to denote a 
counsel for the defense—an advocate or 
intercessor by your side. That’s how we 
are using it. This publication is dedicat-
ed to “Advocating for the Truth of the 
Christian Faith.” Our prayer is that the 
“Spirit of truth” will be our indwelling 
counsel and also the One who advocates 
for biblical truth within the readers of 
these pages.  Few Europeans claim to be 

Christians these days. In a recent 
Eurobarometer poll, Europeans were 
asked whether they even believe in 
God. The percentages of respon-
dents who do are sampled below:

France .....................................27%
United Kingdom .....................37%
Germany .................................44%
European Union (27-nations)  51%

Will this be the United States in an-
other generation?

Source: Answers Magazine, Sept/Oct, 2017. Page 66.

A new Museum of the Bible has 
opened in Washington, DC. Its goal is 
to invite the world to engage with the 
Bible. Consisting of 430,000 square 
feet and costing 500 million dollars, it 
may be the world’s most technological-
ly advanced museum. Funded by Steve 
Green, CEO of Hobby Lobby, the 
museum opened in November, 2017.
Source: Answers Magazine, Nov/Dec, 2017, page 64.

FaithSearch International exists to proclaim 
the Gospel with evidence to all peoples 

everywhere.  FaithSearch International is 
not denominationally affiliated.
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In 2016, hundreds of high school 
youth were surveyed by a behavioral 
scientist, with the question:  

“Regardless of whether you believe in 
evolution, what is the best evidence 
that evolution is true?”

The number one answer (25%) was 
that humans evolved from apes!

Are you prepared to give a different 
answer to this next generation using 
both biblical and scientific evidence?

Source: Answers Magazine, Jan/Feb, 2017. Page 51

Emma Wren Gibson was born on 
November 25, 2017. Why is that spe-
cial? Emma was twenty-five years old 
when she was born! 

One of perhaps 600,000 embryos who 
sit in storage facilities across the U.S., 
Emma was frozen as an embryo in 
1992. Her mother-to-be was a one-
year-old baby when physicians created 
her daughter in a lab dish. 

The fact that tens of thousands of 
these embryos will be discarded and 
never have a chance at life poses a 
significant ethical dilemma!
Source: World Magazine, Jan. 20, 2018, page 32.

How cool would it be to see the house 
where Jesus grew up! It’s not certain, 
but archaeologists have excavated a 
courtyard house in Nazareth which may 
be the one. 

The site within the Sisters of Nazareth 
Convent has had unusual interest 
for Christians from earliest times. 
A complex sequence of building over 
the site, whether it be Crusader walls, 
a Byzantine cave church, or Roman-
period tombs, reveals a diligent and rev-
erent effort to preserve the site. Did all 
this later effort indicate that the site was 
considered very important—perhaps be-
cause it was related to Jesus’ home?

The home was built of carved-out rock 
walls in a limestone hillside, to which 
stone-built walls were added. The rec-
tilinear structure had a series of rooms. 
Cooking pottery and a spindle whorl 
found at the site point to domestic oc-
cupation, and limestone vessels indicate 
Jewish residents. 

A seventh-century pilgrim account 
known as De Locus Sanctis describes 
two large churches in the center of 
Nazareth. One is clearly identified with 
the Church of the Annunciation. The 
other stood nearby and was built over 
vaults that also contained a spring and 
the remains of two tombs. At the recent-
ly excavated site, archaeologists indeed 
found evidence of a former Byzantine 

church with a spring and two tombs in 
its crypt. The first-century house, now 
thought to be the home of Jesus, stands 
directly between the two tombs just as 
the pilgrim account says.

Have they found the house where Je-
sus grew up? Archaeology doesn’t have 
the certain evidence yet, but they also 
have no archaeological reason why this 
identity should be discounted. Certain-
ly it seems this is where the Byzantine 
Christians believed Jesus had spent his 
childhood in Nazareth. 

Source: “Has Jesus’ Nazareth House Been Found?”  Dr. Ken Dark. 
Biblical Archaeology Review, March/April, 2015. 

Jesus’ Boyhood Home?

God Loves the Beautiful
By Dr. Don Bierle, President

Sometimes during Bible study and re-
search I discover more than I was look-
ing for. Over the past year I have been 
studying Genesis chapter 1, and a pas-
sage in Galatians, in anticipation of fu-
ture presentations. In both cases I dis-
covered something new.

We easily recognize the usual applica-
tions of “beautiful.” For example, Esther 
is described as a young woman who was 
“beautiful of form and face” (Esther 2:7, 
NASB). We get it when the temple in 
Jerusalem is described as a “beautiful” 
house (Isaiah 64:11) and God’s gifts to 
Israel are likened to a “beautiful” crown 
on their head (Ezekiel 16:12). 

Sometimes, however, the concept of 
“beautiful” is present where we don’t 
expect it. While exploring the meaning 

The remains of a first century house, which was 
discovered and is preserved in the lower level of the 
Sisters of Nazareth Convent.

of “well-doing” or “doing good” in Ga-
latians 6:9, I discovered that in the ad-
verb form it can mean “to manifest the 
beautiful”—to make your invisible in-
tentions visible in action. 

Therefore, when Jesus commented 
about the woman who anointed His 
feet with precious ointment— “she has 
done a good deed to Me” (Matthew 
26:10)—He was saying she had done a 
“beautiful” thing! 

The real surprise for me was in Genesis 
chapter 1. There is a repeating phrase re-
garding the creation, “And God saw that 
it was good” (1:4, 10, 12, 18, etc.). Ac-
cording to Victor Hamilton (The Book 
of Genesis Chapters 1-17, in the New In-
ternational Commentary on the Old Tes-
tament) the word “good” used there in 
Hebrew as an adverb can mean “beau-
tiful.” Thus, the translation in 1:4 could 
read, “And God saw how beautiful the 
light was.” Probably not a big deal, but 
it changed my perspective about God 
and His creation. He wasn’t just ex-
pressing His expertise at creating, He 
was loving it!

Credit: www.HolyLandPhotos.org

The FaithSearch Paraclete is published by 
FaithSearch International, an interdenomina-
tional, donor-supported, 501(c)(3) organization, 
based in Minnetonka, MN, USA.

FaithSearch is a member in good 
standing of the Evangelical Council 
for Financial Accountability.


