
There is a current craze for people to 
discover more about their heritage by 
DNA testing. Typically, these tests re-
veal ancestry by detecting mutations in 
nuclear DNA. 

One American family had this test done 
for themselves. Not surprisingly to them, 
results confirmed that the parents were of 
European descent; their adoptive daugh-
ter and son from China were East Asian.

Yet there is more. We all have another 
small set of genes in our mitochondria 

(energy factory organelles in each cell) 
which are passed down directly from the 
mother without mixing in different male 
lineages. As a result, its mutations are 
fewer and easier to track, revealing our 
maternal family tree. This is mitochon-
drial DNA.

Researchers have discovered nearly 
thirty maternal lines through analy-
sis of mitochondrial DNA. To their sur-
prise, these thirty are all traced back to 
three branches–identified as “Mom1,” 
“Mom2,” and “Mom3”! 

Based on the Bible, this is exactly what 
we would expect if we descended 
from the three moms on the ark sev-
eral thousand years ago. These moms 
were the wives of Noah’s sons, from 
whom “the whole earth was populated” 
(Genesis 9:19). 

How Different Are We?

What an Incredible Design!
God made seeds to replenish the 
earth, even after forest fires or 
other destructive forces. Pit cherry 
seeds (North America) can be via-
ble after 50-150 years. A seed of the 
sacred lotus found in China (a flow-
ing aquatic herb of tropical Asia) 
was viable after 1,300 years. 

The champion is the seed of a date 
palm found in Judea that was viable 
after 2,000 years.

If date seeds were people, this one 
may have seen Jesus?! 

Source:  Answers Magazine (March-April, 2018 or Vol. 13, 
No. 2), “God’s Seed Bank,” Tom Hennigan, pp.24- 25.

“…even to the remotest part 
of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

As of 2016, the Bible has been 
translated into 3,200 languages 
with active translation taking place 
in an additional 2,400. It is estimat-
ed that about 1,800 more languages 
still await translation to begin.

Source:  Decision Magazine (September 2017 or Vol. 58, 
No. 9), p. 25.
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Mitochondrial DNA is the small circular chromosome 
found inside mitochondria, as shown in this illustration 
from the National Institutes of Health.
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The Judean Date Palm nicknamed “Methuselah” 
was germinated in 2005 from a 2000 year-old 
seed found in the Masada excavations.
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 In Reference to Job 12:7-10

The hummingbird hawk-moth’s…

…internal thorax temperature ex-
ceeds 113º F at peak activity (hu-
mans die at 109º F)

…high energy demands require that 
they visit 100-500 flowers every day

…wings beat 70-80 times per sec-
ond (compared to 53 times for 
hummingbirds)

Source:  Answers Magazine, January-February, 2018 (Vol. 
13, No. 1), “Creation on Display,” Gordon Wilson, pp. 19-21.

The hummingbird hawk-moth in action. A true 
wonder of God’s creation.
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With a broad brush, native Africans are 
all descended from Mom3; Europeans 
and a few East Asians from Mom1; and 
most other Asians from Mom2. (Origi-
nal North and South Americans resulted 
from the migration by descendants of 
Moms 1 and 2.)

To these parents’ astonishment, when 
the results of the mitochondrial testing 
came back, the European parents and 
their two Chinese adopted children were 
each from separate maternal lines, but 
the same Mom1 branch. They realized 
that the difference between the two par-
ents and their two Chinese children was 
no greater than the difference between 
the parents themselves!

Across the globe, 99.9% of human 
DNA is the same. As the Apostle Paul 
said, “He made from one blood…” (Acts 
17:26) all mankind to be a single family. 
God’s Word is the truth that unites us.

Source:  Answers Magazine, March-April, 2018 (Vol. 13, No. 2), pp. 64-70.
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Adoption Made More Difficult
New rules on international adoption 
mean that more children are languishing 
in orphanages. “The inter-country adop-
tion rate in the United States already has 
fallen by nearly 80 percent; down from 
a peak of nearly 23,000 foreign adop-
tions in 2004, to around 5,000 in fiscal 
year 2017.” 

Can this be acceptable to the Christian 
community in view of the following 
biblical admonition? “This is pure and 
undefiled religion in the sight of our God 
and Father, to visit orphans and widows 
in their distress…” (James 1:27). 

Source: World Magazine, April 28, 2018; Vol. 33, No. 8; “Regulatory 
Orphans,” Jamie Dean, pp. 38-43

Persecuted Christians in Rwanda
The government of Rwanda has closed 
6,315 churches and mosques from 
February through April, 2018. They 
have mostly targeted Christian congre-
gations, justifying it as building code 
violations and noise pollution. How dif-
ficult it must be for the Christians there 
to apply Jesus’ teaching to “love your 
enemies, and pray for those who per-
secute you” (Matthew 5:44)! Pray for 
these brothers and sisters.

Source: World Magazine, April 28, 2018; Vol. 33, No. 8; p. 7
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In our flagship FaithSearch Discovery 
presentation we teach that these three 
Abrahamic faiths share in common the 
view that God is both an infinite and 
a personal being. Does it follow from 
this that these faiths all worship the 
same God, each with a different name?

First, the Bible makes it clear that there 
is only one God:  “‘You are my wit-
nesses’ declares the Lord…‘understand 
that I am He. Before Me there was no 
God formed, and there will be none af-
ter Me’” (Isaiah 43:10). Thus, if Jews 
and Muslims do not worship the same 
God, they worship none at all!

Regarding Islam, Allah as revealed in the 
Koran cannot be the same as Yahweh 
in the Bible: each has quite different at-
tributes. For example, Allah only loves 
those who love him (Qur’an 3:31-32); 
the God of the Bible loves all even when 
they are sinners (Romans 5:8). Muslims 
also claim that Allah is “above the lim-

Do Christians, Jews, and Muslims Worship the Same God?
By Dr. Don Bierle, FaithSearch President

itation of metaphor,” meaning that he 
cannot be described in human experi-
ence—like the “Good Shepherd,” the 
“Lamb of God,” and the “door”—met-
aphors revealed in His Word which en-
dear Christians to their God.

Regarding Judaism, Jesus answered 
this question for us in John 8:19: “You 
know neither Me, nor My Father; if you 
knew Me, you would know My Father 
also.” He further stated that “If God 
were your Father, you would love Me” 
(John 8:42). He concluded that discus-
sion with the Pharisees by saying, “you 
are not of God” (v. 47). 

The bottom line: Neither Jews nor 
Muslims worship Jesus; therefore, 
they do not worship the same God. 
Both Jews and Muslims deny the deity 
of God’s Son, thus they deny the na-
ture of God as trinity and are not saved 
(John 3:36). 

If Christians really care about the eternal 
destiny of Jews and Muslims, we must 
be willing to share this truth with them 
in love (Ephesians 4:15; Acts 4:12). 
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The Temple Mount is a hill located in the Old City 
of Jerusalem which for thousands of years has been 
venerated as a holy site among three worldwide 
religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.


