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A Great Light: The Evidence for God (Part 2)

By Dr. Don Bierle, FaithSearch President

The prophet Isaiah, speaking prophetically by the Holy Spirit, declared, “The
people who walk in darkness will see a
great light… For a child will be born to
us, a son will be given to us… And His
name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince
of Peace” (Isaiah 9:1, 6).
The prophet Micah added that the origin
of this “light” is “from the days of eternity” (Micah 5:2).
In a previous issue of the Paraclete, I
briefly presented the evidence for God
from the fingerprints of Intelligent Design in the natural world (see Volume 1,
Issue 6, November 2018). Here in Part
Two, I want to address the evidence for
God in history.
A major problem exists in the history of
humanity and for every religion on earth:
God is not knowable. The Gospel writer, the apostle John, states that “No one
has ever seen God at any time…” (John
1:18). The evidence from nature has
persuaded most of humanity THAT a
supreme being must exist (Psalm 19:1-4;
Romans 1:18-20) but since
they can’t see, hear, or
touch this supreme being,
they couldn’t know WHO
God is.
As a result, all the world’s
religions have concluded that
God is distant, abstract, and not
knowable. Brahman of Hinduism, and Allah of Islam,
cannot be described with
metaphors (e.g. “good
shepherd”) or any human
qualities (e.g. “love”).

There is a cavernous space between
“god” and man which is not humanly
bridgeable.
Imagine that a triangle represents the
world and a circle represents God. People in the triangle (world) know there
must be a circle (God) because of the evidence of nature within the triangle; but
the circle remains outside the triangle–invisible, intangible, and eternally illusive.
However, in history, about 2,000 years
ago, the advent of one person was announced by angels actually to be the
very circle (God): “…and they shall
call His name ‘Immanuel’, which
translated means, ‘God with us.’”
He Himself affirmed this in His
trial before the Sanhedrin, who
asked Him, “‘Are you the Son
of God then?’ And He said
to them, ‘Yes, I am’” (Luke
22:70). The Christian
claim is that the circle (incontinued on page 2

If Only All Scientists
Could Hear the Fish
Probably none of us has ever been
serenaded by fish. Everyone knows
they can’t sing, right?!
Scientists now know otherwise.
Fish songs have been recorded underwater off the coast of Australia.
Different fish have different tunes,
and especially at dawn and dusk
their songs overlap into a chorus.
Scientists now believe that if we
could understand these songs we
would be able to monitor their
health and that of the ecosystem.

We can only pray that if scientists
ever do decipher these fish songs,
that they would acknowledge what
they hear:
“…and let the fish of the sea
declare to you...who among all
these does not know that the
hand of the Lord has done this,
in whose hand is the life of every
living thing” (Job 12:8-10).
Source: Answers Magazine, Vol. 13, No. 4 (July-August,
2018), “Choral Reef”, p. 25.
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On Target
Apologist, author, and friend of
FaithSearch, J. Warner Wallace,
recently analyzed a 2018 Pew
Research Center Report which concluded that a fast growing group
called “religious nones,” are leaving the Church because they are
anti-church and no longer agree
with its teachings.

Wallace discovered that when these
“nones” are allowed to answer in
their own words, the reason they
gave is that they no longer believed
it was true. Typical comments included: “rational thought makes
religion go out the window,” and
“the lack of any sort of scientific or
specific evidence of a creator.” The
teaching they most often questioned was the existence of God.
They described religious beliefs as
innately blind and unreasonable.
We at FaithSearch know those
views don’t accurately reflect the
abundant evidence supporting the
Christian faith. People are leaving
the Church because they have never heard a Christian make a case for
God or the historicity of the Gospel
records of Jesus. As Jim comments,
“We know why young Christians
are leaving. Now it’s time to give
them a reason to stay.”
The mission of FaithSearch to “proclaim the Gospel with evidence” is
on target to do just that, and fulfill
the biblical mandate to “give an answer to everyone who asks you to
give the reason for the hope that you
have” (1 Peter 3:15).
Source: J. Warner Wallace Daily Email; “Why Young ExChristians are Ex-Christians.”

continued from page 1
finite God) came into the triangle (finite
If they are not willing to address that
world) in objective history.
one question and follow the evidence
to its conclusion, then our discussion of
One person, who was with Jesus
their other questions becomes a frustratthroughout His ministry, later wrote:
ing chase down many “rabbit trails”!
“What was from the beginning [eternity]…we have heard…we have seen…
Oxford professor, C.S. Lewis, articulatour hands handled…the Word of Life”
ed the options before us:
(1 John 1:1). Jesus was that “Light”
I am trying here to prevent anyone
(John 8:12) prophesied years earlier.
saying the really foolish thing that
God was no longer invisible, intangible,
people often say about Him: “I’m
and eternally illusive.
ready to accept Jesus as a great
The historical evidence supporting this
moral teacher, but I don’t accept
His claim to be God.” That is the
claim includes His authority over the
one thing we must not say. A man
laws of nature (Luke 8:22-25) and over
death (Luke 7:11-16).
who was merely a man and said the
sort of things Jesus said would not
be a great moral teacher. He would
either be a lunatic—on a level with
a man who says he is a poached
egg—or else he would be the Devil
of Hell. You must make your choice.
Either this man was, and is, the Son
of God; or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for
a fool, you can spit at Him and kill
The ultimate persuasion is His resurHim as a demon or you can fall at
rection from the dead (Luke 24:36His feet and call Him Lord and God.
43). The tomb of Jesus was empty afBut let us not come with any patronter three days; He appeared physically
izing nonsense about His being a
to many people for forty days after His
great human teacher. He has not left
resurrection; and the lives of Jesus’ folthat open to us. He did not intend to.
lowers were so transformed that they
(Mere Christianity, pp. 55-56)
were willing to die a martyr’s death for
Here are two take-aways from all of
their conviction of its truth. I described
this: For the person still seeking the rethese evidences in detail in chapter 3 of
ality of God, Jesus pointed the way: “I
my book, Surprised by Faith.
am the way, and the truth, and the life;
How do we know this record of His life
no one comes to the Father, but through
is credible? The four Gospel records of
Me” (John 14:6).
His life and ministry have been demonFor the Christian, Jesus pointed to our
strated by manuscript studies and arresponsibility: “And you will be my witchaeological discoveries to be eyewitnesses, telling people about me everyness accounts, transmitted accurately
where …” (Acts 1:8, NLT).
to us from the first century. They manifest historical reliability. In fact, they
[There is more: In the next issue of the Paraare the most credible records of anclete, I will discuss a third category of evidence
tiquity! I document this conclusion in
for God’s existence.]
detail in chapter 2 of my book.
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