
By Dr. Don Bierle, FaithSearch President

My INVITATION: “I invite you to be-
come a follower of Jesus”
Several years ago a friend shared an ex-
perience which revealed the importance 
of this fourth step of “A 3:15 Response” 
[featured in the past three issues of the 
Paraclete]. He was trying to help an 
unbeliever come to 
faith in Jesus. Over 
time he had told 
his own story of 
faith; explained the 
Christian worldview 
and the reasons it is 
true; all of this, but 
without a response 
from his friend. 
Then he brought the 
unbeliever to one 
of my FaithSearch 
Discovery presentations. I always give 
an invitation to follow Jesus in faith at 
the end. His unbelieving friend joined 
in a prayer of repentance and affirma-
tion of faith. My friend asked him why 
he hadn’t done it before. His friend’s re-
sponse was, “I don’t recall that you ever 
asked me.” 
Jesus expressed a simple invitation to 
Philip, “Follow Me” (John 1:43). In 
fact, He was very comfortable with in-
vitations, such as, “Come to Me, all who 
are weary and heavy-laden, and I will 
give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). Like 
Jesus, our invites should be confident, 
sincere, and meaningful. Depending on 
the circumstances we might ask: “Do 
you desire the assurance of eternal life 
in heaven?”; or “May I lead you in a 

prayer of repentance and commitment 
to follow Jesus?”; or “Will you join me 
as a follower of Jesus?”; or “Is there 
any reason you can think of why you 
wouldn’t want to ask Jesus to forgive 
you and accept Him as your Savior?”
The motivation for your invitation is 
one of the most important factors. You 
can feel the passion and sincerity of 

Jesus for His peo-
ple when He said, 
“How often I want-
ed to gather your 
children together, 
the way a hen gath-
ers her chicks under 
her wings, and you 
were unwilling” 
(Matthew 23:37). 
The unbeliever can 
easily detect wheth-
er you love them 

and care deeply for their temporal and 
eternal welfare, as opposed to someone 
wanting to score “religious points” in or-
der to look good before other believers. 
One way to assure the right countenance 
for your invitation is that it be grounded 
in persistent prayer for them. 
Other factors in your invitation include 
the recognition that only the Holy 
Spirit can do the miracle of conviction 
in the unbeliever’s heart (John 16:7-11). 
Do your part, then relax and yield that 
responsibility to God’s Spirit. 
Finally, if you are still reluctant to invite 
someone to make a faith commitment, 
check your conviction about the des-
tiny of the lost (Matthew 25:46; Mark 
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I always give an invitation to follow Jesus in faith at the end of 
each evidence-based FaithSearch Discovery presentation.

Loving God:  
A Valentine Reflection

A Pharisee asked Jesus, “Master, what 
are we to consider the greatest com-
mandment?” Without a pause Jesus 
answered, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind” 
(Matthew 22:35-36).
Perhaps everyone worries about this at 
times. We cannot find any such feel-
ing in ourselves. What are we to do? 
The answer: Act as if you did! Do not 
sit trying to manufacture feelings. Ask 
yourself, “If I were sure that I loved 
God, what would I do?” When you have 
found the answer, go and do it. Loving 
God, then, is not romantic feelings, but 
a deliberate decision of the will.
As a result, we soon discover that our 
love for God is demonstrated by the 
action it prompts. The Bible itself 
gives a couple of good examples.
We are supposed to love God enough 
to be obedient. 
Jesus was very clear: “If you love Me, 
you will keep my commandments” (John 
14:15; cf. 1 John 5:3). Ask yourself this 
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8:36; John 3:36; Acts 4:12). Do you 
REALLY believe that unbelievers are 
separated from God forever in eternal 
darkness? When you do, your invitation 
will be infused with passion, and with 
tears, and with urgency!
Pray; tell your STORY; establish your 
WORLDVIEW about God, Jesus and 
the Bible; give the REASONS which 
result in confidence that it is all true; and 
be ready with your INVITATION. 
That’s a “3:15 Response” which fulfills 
the heart of Jesus.  
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Finding Well-Being –  
A New Year’s Resolution
A OnePoll survey reported that the 
average adult in the United States 
wakes up grumpy 300 times per 
year. Psychoanalyst Erica Komisar 
thinks she know why: “One of the 
most important explanations–and 
perhaps the most neglected–is de-
clining interest in religion.” 
Indeed, a Harvard study of 5,000 
children and teens reported that 
those who attended a religious ser-
vice at least once per week scored 
higher on well-being measurements 
and had lower risks of mental ill-
ness. They also experienced a sense 
of mission, forgiveness, and lower 
probabilities of drug use and early 
sexual initiation. 
Jesus said:  “…I came that they 
might have life, and might have it 
abundantly” (John 10:10). Check it 
out! 

Source: World Magazine, December 28, 2019 (Vol. 34, No. 
24), p. 13. 

~

“Let marriage be held in 
honor…” (Hebrews 13:4)

The share of U.S. adults ages 18-44 
who have ever cohabited with a ro-
mantic partner is 59%. 
Only 50% of Americans in that age 
bracket have ever married. 

Source: World Magazine, December 7, 2019 (Vol. 34, No. 
23), p. 9.

question, “If I were taken to court to 
be tried for loving God, would there 
be enough evidence to convict me?” 
We are also to love God enough to be 
contented.
The beginning of men’s rebellion 
against God was, and continues to be, 
the lack of a thankful heart (Romans 
1:21). The apostle Paul admonished 
the church at Ephesus to “always 
give thanks for all things in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to God…” 
(Ephesians 5:20). When we lack proper 
contentment, either we have forgotten 
that God is God, or we have ceased to 
be submissive to Him.
Love must carry with it a “THANK 
YOU” to God. If the contentment 
goes and the giving of thanks goes, 
we are not loving God as we should.
If we practice loving God as a delib-
erate decision of the will, walking in 
obedience to His word and with a heart 
filled with contentment, we will in fact 
“fall in love with God” as the hymn 
writer expresses:

Wonderful love that rescued me,  
Sunk deep in sin,  
Guilty and vile as I could be,  
No hope within;  
When every ray of light had fled,  
O glorious day!  
Raising my soul from out the dead,  
Love found a way. 
Refrain:

Love found a way to redeem  
my soul, 

Love found a way that could  
make me whole; 

Love sent my Lord to the cross  
of shame, 

Love found a way – 
O Praise His Holy Name!”    

Sources: True Spirituality, Francis A. Schaeffer, p. 9 
“Love Found a Way,” Avis Marguerite Burgeson Christiansen, 
1915, Public Domain
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Arsenic Eaters
In Genesis 1:26-28, God gave humanity 
the responsibility of management of His 
creation. When we discover wisdom 
which God placed in creation, we can 
use it for good. 
The Chinese brake fern has a rare abili-
ty: it thrives on poison, absorbing lev-
els of arsenic that would kill most or-
ganisms. It combines arsenic from the 

soil with other compounds, to produce 
a substance which defends them against 
hungry insects, such as locusts. 

Geneticists have discovered three genes 
which make this possible. If these genes 
could be spliced into other plants, they 
could serve to help eliminate contami-
nated environments which cause seri-
ous health problems in many parts of 
the world.
We have a long way to go toward dis-
covering in nature all the wisdom of our 
Creator God. As we learn from what He 
has provided, it can help us be better 
earth managers! 

Source: Answers Magazine, January-February, 2020 (Vol. 15, No. 
1), p. 22.

The Chinese brake fern (Pteris vittata, highlighted 
above) demonstrates an ability of plants to overcome 
toxicity in the environment.


