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I am often asked for historical and ar-
cheological proofs of certain events and 
stories from the Bible while I am teach-
ing classes on the “Historic Foundations 
of Christian Faith” in Russian public 
schools and state universities. It is one 
thing when the biblical text describes 
events from two or even four thousand 
years ago with details and descriptions 
that could only be known to an eyewit-
ness or, at least, someone in the eyewit-
ness generation. 

It is a completely different story to know 
that person by their first name—their 
patro- or matro-nymic (son of… or 
daughter of…) and their position in the 
society or local community. Of course, 
that name has to come from a differ-
ent and completely independent source 
from the story itself. This so-called “ex-
ternal evidence” allows my audiences 
to fit the biblical truth into the historic 
perspective and worldview they had al-
ready acquired in their classrooms. 
According to Purdue University schol-
ar Lawrence Mykytiuk, fifty-three 
Old Testament figures have been 
confirmed archaeologically. These 
discoveries do not necessarily happen 
every year, but 2017 beat all records 
having given us three of them: the 
Persian governor Tattenai, mentioned 
in Ezra 5:3; and two high officials of 
the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar II 
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The apostle Paul wrote to Timothy, his 
younger colleague in the Gospel, to “be 
diligent to present yourself approved to 
God as a workman who does not need 
to be ashamed, handling accurately the 
word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). 
English-born Canadian evangelical 
theologian, J.I. Packer, took that to 
heart. His reputation as a giant of twen-
tieth century theology was known for 
making theological truth clear. In 2005, 
he was cited by Time magazine as being 
among the twenty-five most influential 
evangelicals in America. 

Packer went to be with his Savior on 
July 17, at the age of 93. 
When I heard of his death, I went to my 
bookshelf and found one of his many 
books, Knowing God. His influence on 
my own thinking was indicated by the 
highlighting I placed throughout its pag-
es. Since many will be recognizing his 
writings and leadership, I will also com-
memorate his passing by listing below 
some impactful quotes from his publi-
cations and teaching. 

• “This one word ‘grace’ contains within it-
self the whole of New Testament theology.”

• “Faith abandons hope in man’s own ac-
complishments, leaves all works behind, 
and comes to Christ alone and emp-
ty-handed, to cast itself on His mercy.”

• “Your faith will not fail while God 
sustains it; you are not strong enough 
to fall away while God is resolved to 
hold you.”

• “The life of true holiness is rooted in 
the soil of awed adoration.”

• “God saves sinners.”

Praise God for His faithful servant 
J.I. Packer! 
Sources: World Magazine, Vol. 35, No. 15, 08-15-20, p. 8. Time, 
“The 25 Most Influential Evangelicals in America,” 7 February 2005, 
retrieved August 12, 2020, http://content.time.com/time/specials/
packages/article/0,28804,1993235_1993243_1993310,00.html.
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James Innell Packer (1926 – 2020) in 2018.

Young people in America (18-29) 
claimed to know an atheist (60%) 
more often than an evangelical 
Christian (45%). 
Source: 2017 Pew Study – Answers 
Magazine, Vol. 12, No. 4, July–
August, 2019, p. 71.

“Medical Assistance 
in Dying” was passed 
into law in Canada in 
2016. In 2018, Canada 
reported 4,235 medically assisted 
deaths, up from 2,704 the previous 
year. 

Source:  Answers Magazine, Vol. 12, No. 4, July–August, 
2019, p. 42.
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by the names of Nergal-sharezer and 
Nebuzaradan, from Jeremiah 39:3,9. 
The New Testament also provides a long 
list of prominent political, cultural, and 
social personalities involved in the life 
of Christ, the Apostles, and the early 
Church. The apostle Paul had, there-
fore, every reason to expect that, “The 
king is familiar with these things, and I 
can speak freely to him. I am convinced 
that none of this has escaped his notice, 
because it was not done in a corner” 
(Acts 26:26). At least twenty-three of 
these Roman and Jewish names have so 
far been identified and corroborated by 
scholars from sources outside the Bible. 

We will never know the exact identity of 
all the nearly 2,800 names mentioned in 
the Bible. In the same way, however, Sir 
Isaac Newton (above) could  not have 
seen all the apples ever to have fallen from 
a tree. The important thing is that all the 
apples he did see fell to the ground, which 
led him to formulate his “law of univer-
sal gravitation.” Likewise, every biblical 
name we have found so far confirms the 
corresponding part of the storyline. This 
enables scholars to trust the rest of it.
Learning that these were real people and 
not just “fairy tale” characters or “ideas” 
(ideologies or belief systems) personified 
in ancient folklore changes the whole con-
versation. Rather than a question where 
we choose “whether to like it or not,” it 
becomes an evidence-based conclusion 
which leads us to ask, “What does it 
mean to me if this actually did happen 
and is indeed historically true?”  

Sources: Biblical Archaeology Review, volume 43, #5 (Sep/Oct 
2107) www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-
bible/new-testament-political-figures-the-evidence/; https://www.biblicalarchaeology.
org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-con-
firmed-archaeologically/;  https://sib-catholic.ru/amerikanskiy-uchenyiy-doka-
zal-fakt-sushhestvovaniya-53-h-lits-upominaemyih-v-vethom-zavete/
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The Founding Fathers of the U.S. made 
the freedom of religion conspicu-
ous by making it the first amendment  
to the Constitution: 
“Congress shall 
make no law respect-
ing an establishment 
of religion, or prohib-
iting the free exercise 
thereof…” The 
Supreme Court 
has ruled recent-
ly in several cas-
es to uphold people 
of faith, but threats 
exist to change  
that protection. 
E. Gregory Wallace, 
professor of law at Campbell University 
School of Law in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, tells why:

American society for the most 
part no longer values religious 

Religious FReedom – sacRosanct?
faith and practice as it did when 
the Constitution was written. The 
framers based their arguments 

for freedom of re-
ligion on the idea 
that God exists and 
that an individual’s 
duty to Him was 
prior to, and su-

perior to, the 
claims of the 
state. Today 
modern re-

ligious freedom 
jurisprudence re-
flects a growing 
indifference, in-
c o m p re h e n s i o n , 

and one even could say contempt, 
toward religion.

Albert Mohler, president of The 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville, Kentucky, likewise warns:

The culture that once honored re-
ligious liberty and respected it as 
a bedrock freedom for civil society 
– that culture is no more. Religious 
liberty now attracts the glare of the 
cultural left who see religious liber-
ty as an obstacle in the path of their 
social transformation.

Will restriction of religious liberty be 
another indication of the end as the 
apostle Paul noted, “…in the last days dif-
ficult times will come” (2 Timothy 3:1)? 
Jesus warned, “But all these things they 
will do to you for My name’s sake, be-
cause they do not know the One who 
sent Me” (John 15:21). Approximately 
250 million Christians are current-
ly being persecuted globally. All of 
us, especially policymakers, must un-
derstand that “religious freedom is not 
‘nice to have’ but fundamental to the 
existence and dignity of every human 
being” (Lord David Alton).   

Source: Decision Magazine, November 2019, pp. 20-23. 

Authorities in Argentina have lim-
ited church congregations to just 
ten people in response to the glob-
al pandemic. Bars and shops, on 
the other hand, are allowed to open 
without that restriction. 
Pastor Daniel Cattaneo had an idea: 
turn his evangelical church into a 
bar! Pastors carry around trays 
with Bibles to replicate waiters. 

Pastor Cattaneo said: “We are stand-
ing here today dressed like this, car-
rying a tray, because it seems this is 
the only way we can serve the Word 
of God.” 

Source: World Magazine, Vol. 35, No. 13, July 18, 2020, 
p. 18


