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Experiencing Jesus’ Love in the Upper Room

By Dr. Don Bierle, FaithSearch President

[Editor’s note: We will provide the promised
Part 2 of “Is 2022 the Beginning of the End?”
after Easter, in our next issue.]

I have found the Upper Room dis-
course (John 13-17) to be one of the
most informative and life-changing
passages in the New Testament. It re-
veals the heart of Jesus in a very per-
sonal way. That night, before His arrest
in the Garden and before His crucifixion
the next day, the apostle John tells us
Jesus wanted to show His apostles (and
eventually us) the “full extent of His
love” (John 13:1, NIV).

The disciples had forsaken everything
to follow Jesus. Within twenty-four
hours, He would be dead, and all their
hopes and dreams shattered. That night
Jesus wanted to be intentional about
sharing some specific things which
would sustain them in the spiritual dark-
ness which would surely follow His
death. What was foremost on His mind?

* He gave an example that “greatness”
in His kingdom is to be a SERVANT
(John 13:5-17)

* He taught that His broken body and
shed blood are our SALVATION
(Matthew 26:26-28)

* He provided assurance of His DEITY
which gave Him mastery over what
was about to happen (John 13:19)

* He promised another “PARACLETE”
(advocate; counselor) who would be
in us (John 14:16-17, 26)

* He promised 24/7 access to the Father
through PRAYER (John 14:13-14;
16:23-24)

* He revealed the KEYS to understand-
ing our future RELATIONSHIPS
with Him, believers, and unbelievers
(John 15:1-27)
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According to tradition this upper room is the site of

the “Last Supper.” Although the location is possibly
in the vicinity, it could not have happened here: the
room was built 1200 years after the event!

* He promised His further
REVELATION of truth (New
Testament) through the apostles
(John 16:12-15)

e He foretold His RESURRECTION,
victory over the world, and future
peace in Him (John 16:16-22)

* He entrusted the EXTENSION of
His MINISTRY to His followers un-
til He returns (John 17:18)

* He prayed for every believer to be
WITH HIM forever (John 17:24)

Obviously, I cannot discuss all these
at length here. Rather, I will highlight a
couple of them. To access my teaching
on the entire list, go to our Web site and
click on the “Live with Dr Don” slider
(faithsearch.org/dr-don-live/) or directly to
Facebook® (facebook.com/DrDonBierle —
click on More W and select Videos). The
series is “With Jesus in the Upper Room.”

Supernatural Knowledge

Jesus wanted to make it clear to His
apostles that He was not the deceived
and helpless victim of treachery when
He went to the cross. The disciples
may have had their faith shattered had
these events taken them completely un-
awares. They might have thought Jesus’
enemies too resourceful for Him.

continued on page 2

FaithSearch International exists to extend
the Gospel with evidence to all peoples
everywhere. FaithSearch International is
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My Hometown
Police in Sioux Falls, SD (Dr.
Bierle’s hometown) arrested a

DoorDash® driver with outstanding
warrants in late January. After the

arrest, offi-
cers made cer-
tain that the
Arby’s® order
he had been

delivering got
to the customer, even apologizing to
them for the delay.

Police chief Sam Clemens said, “It’s
not like we have officers who are out
delivering food but the little things like
this, going above and beyond, helps
people out.” Dr. Bierle commented,
“It makes me proud to live there!”

Source: World Magazine, March 12, 2022; p. 19.

==
Inflation Outrage

A woman went to the emergency
room at a hospital in Decator, Georgia.
She waited seven hours and decided
to leave with-

out seeing a
doctor.
Weeks later

she received
a bill for

$688.35. Upon

her complaint she was told that pa-
tients incur the basic charge just for
signing in!

Source: World Magazine, Dec. 4, 2021, p. 20

=
More Inflation Outrage

Coldwell Banker® advertised a
house in Boston as an “adorable tiny
studio home. .. featuring a completely
open living space.” It turned out to be

continued on page 2
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To make clear that He was the master
of events which were soon to transpire,
He revealed His supernatural knowl-
edge. Early in the evening (John 13:19)
Jesus revealed His intention: “From
now on I am telling you before it comes
to pass, so that when it does occur, you
may believe that I am He.” A little later
(John 14:29) He said it again: “And now
1 have told you before it comes to pass,
that when it comes to pass, you may
believe.” Jesus left no room for doubt
about His heart of concern for them by
repeating His motive two more times
that evening: “These things I have spo-
ken to you, that you may be kept from
stumbling...” (John 16:1); “But these
things 1 have spoken to you, that when
their hour comes, you may remember
that I told you of them” (v. 4).

What prophetic things did Jesus re-
veal? He said: before morning Judas
would betray Him (John 13:21, 26);
Peter would deny Him three times
(John 13:37-38); and all of them would
run for their lives and leave Him alone
(John 16:32; Matthew 26:56). He also
said: weeks later they would receive the
indwelling Holy Spirit (John 14:16-
17); and they would begin experienc-
ing persecution (John 15:18-20; 16;2).
All these prophecies happened just as
Jesus said. Surely, even on their darkest
days, it would occur to them, “only God
could know these things?”

Divine Name

On the occasion of the burning bush
recorded in Exodus 3, God declared
His name as “1 AM WHO I AM” or just
“I AM” (v. 14). Furthermore, He an-
nounced, “This is My name forever, and
this is My memorial name to all gener-
ations” (v. 15). In no uncertain terms
God affirmed this in Isaiah 43:10, 11,
13: ““You are my witnesses,’declares the
Lord, ‘And My servant whom [ have cho-
sen, in order that you may know and be-
lieve Me, and understand that I AM HE.
Before Me there was no God formed, and
there will be none after Me. I, even I, am
the Lord; And there is no savior besides
Me...Even from eternity I AM HE...””
This name of God is found frequently in
Deuteronomy, Psalms, and Isaiah.

That night in the Upper Room Jesus
said (John 13:19), “From now on I am
telling you before it comes to pass, so that

The familiar representation of the Last Supper, a
mural by Leonardo da Vinci. (Public domain)

when it does occur, you may believe that 1,
1AM HE.” The apostles knew that “I AM
HE” was the name of their Lord and God
(YAHWEH). Jesus applied to Himself
the very name by which God made
Himself known when He undertook to
redeem Israel. The “I AM” brought them
out of slavery in Egypt. Now the “I AM”
will die for them on the cross.

This was a consistent claim of Jesus
(John 8:28, 58; 18:5-6). At the temple in
Jerusalem, Jesus shared with the people
that He was “from above” and “not of
this world” (John 8:23), and ‘“unless
you believe that I AM HE, you shall
surely die in your sins” (v. 24). There
is no salvation in anything less! Jesus’
supernatural knowledge supported His
divine name, His claim to be God.

What an assurance this thought must
have been to the apostles in the darkness
of the next few days. It is ironic that Jesus
worked selflessly up to the last minute to
make every provision for the disciples’
crisis of forsakenness, but He was to
face, entirely alone, a burden greater than
our ability even to comprehend (Mark
14:33ff.). The disciples could not even
stay awake to pray with Him in the mo-
ment of His crisis (Mark 14:33ff.) — but
that is precisely why He died: because of
our helplessness. We do not assist Him
in His death. Rather, we are the cause of
it. God’s provision for our sins was grace
alone (Romans 5:8; Ephesians 2:8-9).

Jesus’ Prayer (John 17)

Lest we think that Jesus’ prayer in the
Upper Room was for the apostles only,
He made clear that it wasn’t: “/ do not
ask on behalf of these alone, but for
those also who believe in Me through
their word.” What was His expressed
heart’s desire for us?

1.To be kept faithful, true to His name
(vv. 11-12)

2.To be protected from the evil one (v. 15)
3.To be set apart from the world (vv. 16-17)
4.To be united as believers (vv. 21-23)
5.To be present with Him (v. 24)

How incredibly meaningful! I want
Jesus to say of me some day that I was
an answer to this prayer! You too? i’

Biblical Gideon Con-

firmed as Historical

A recently discovered 3,100-year-
old piece of ceramic pottery has re-
vealed the name of one of the most
famous judges from the biblical book
of Judges. The Bible refers to Gideon
as a “mighty man of valor” (Judges
6:12) because God used him to deliv-
er Israel from Midianite oppression.

Gidion went by another name
as well, “Jerubbaal,” which means
“contender with Baal” (see Judges
6:28-35). That’s the name found writ-
ten on the pottery, which came from
Southern Israel. v

Source: Answers in Genesis News, March 24, 2022, Ken Ham

Credit: HolyLandPhotos.org

The spring of Harod, according to tradition, is
where Gideon chose his men, under God's direc-
tion, to fight against the Midianites (Judges 7).
Until the discovery of the pottery, Gideon’s name
had not been found outside the biblical text.

On the Lighter Side

continued from page 1

a 251-square-foot home (slightly larger
than the average parking space) which
they successfully sold for $351,000.
Smaller is not necessarily cheaper!

Source: World Magazine, Dec. 4, 2021, p. 21

The “tiny home” movement is a recent and very
popular trend to downsize living spaces.
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