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What’s In A Name? (Part 1)

By Dr. Don Bierle, FaithSearch President

What is the biblical bridge be-
tween the two great celebrations of
the Christian faith — Christmas and
Easter? It is two names!

Two thousand years ago, God sent
the angel Gabriel to earth to deliver
a message with two names: “The vir-
gin will be with child and will give
birth to a Son, and they will call Him
Emmanuel...”; “And she will bear
a Son; and you shall call His name
Jesus” (Matthew 1:21, 23). Why two
names? What is their significance?

Eight out of ten people in the world
believe in god or a higher power. Why?
Because God made certain that every-
one in the world could know THAT He
exists by leaving His fingerprints of
Intelligent Design in nature. The apos-
tle Paul makes that explicit: “...what
may be known of God is plain to them...
for since the creation of the world God s
invisible qualities — His eternal power
and divine nature — have been clearly
seen... so that they are without excuse”
(Romans 1:18-20).

But WHO is it? The Bible says, “No
one has ever seen God...” (John 1:18).

The Problem of “Knowableness”

People around the world are confused
about God’s identity. They make up
names (Allah, Brahman, Krishna, Hu,
Sai Baba) for a god they know must be

Christianity is unique among all religions of the world.

there based on the evidence of the cre-
ation. But what is God like? Hinduism
says that he (Brahman) is abstract, a be-
ing “without attributes or qualities” (no
love, holiness, justice, etc.) because he is
not a person, and is invisible, intangible,
and elusive. Islam says he (Allah) is dis-
tant, “above the limitation of metaphor,”
(i.e. can’t be described as a “good shep-
herd”) because he is so far beyond us that
he can’t be described in human terms.

As a result, the world’s people have
accepted that “god,” who they know
must exist because they see His invisi-
ble qualities in His creation, is nonethe-
less abstract, distant, and not knowable.

Other Religions’ Response to God

According to Romans 1:18-25 there is
a three-step progression of people’s re-
sponse to God.

* AWARENESS of God’s Existence
(1:18-20 — quoted above)

* SUPPRESSION of the Truth about
God (1:21-22)

For even though they knew God,
they did not honor Him as God, or
give thanks, but they became futile
in their speculations, and their fool-
ish heart was darkened. Professing
to be wise, they became fools.

continued on page 2
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Equal Treatment for
Religious Schools

A Supreme Court majority in
June [2022], rejected an attempt
by Maine to bar parents from
using state tuition assistance to
pay for their children to attend
religious schools where no public
school is available. *

Chief Justice John Roberts wrote,
“There is nothing neutral about
Maine’s program. The state pays tu-
ition for certain students at private
schools — so long as the schools are
not religious. That is discrimination
against religion.” The parents cele-
brated the decision as a victory for
school choice. '/

*Source: World Magazme July 16, 2022, pages 82-83

The Supreme Court's ruling allows parents in Malne
to use state tuition assistance for religious schools as
well as other private schools. (Public domain images.)

Quotable!

Deon Joseph, a law enforce-
ment consultant, commented on
the Supreme Court’s Kennedy v.
Bremerton School District deci-
sion. “The court
affirmed that if
you can use God’s
name in vain...
and verbally disre-
spect and dismiss
His existence in
public without hin-
drance, then others
should be able to praise Him, thank
Hlm, and talk to Him in public,” he
said. b

Source: World Magazine, July 16, 2022, page 18.

continued on page 2
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From birth to death, the names of Jesus inform us that
God is and is knowable. The Nativity with Saints, left,
by Italian painter Ridolfo Ghirlandaio (ca 1503-1561),
and The Crucifixion (ca. 1675) by Spanish painter
Bartolomé Esteban Murillo. (Public domain.)

This suppression is illustrated, for
example, by the publication of the
Humanist Manifesto which states, “We
are convinced that the time has passed
for theism.” [Their conclusion: There
is no God and the origin of people is a
cosmic accident.]

* REPLACEMENT of the Truth

about God (1:23-25)

Not able to solve the difficulty of the
knowableness of God but desiring to fill
the spiritual void which it leaves, hu-
mans invented their own “gods.” They

...exchanged the glory of the in-
corruptible God for an image in the
form of corruptible man and of birds
and four-footed animals and crawl-
ing creatures... For they exchanged
the truth of God for a lie and wor-
shiped and served the creature rath-
er than the Creator, who is blessed
forever. Amen.

In Hindu mythology the impersonal
Brahman emanated into personal “gods”
(like Vishnu) who in turn emanated into
avatars (e.g. animals: fish, tortoise, boar;
persons: Krishna, Rama). Finally, these
avatars emanated into an estimated 330
million personal “creatures,” or “heav-
enly beings,” like monkeys, cows, or
elephants, who are worshiped rather
than the Creator. It is impossible to
relate to their ultimate impersonal real-
ity, Brahman, so they invented personal
“creatures” they can relate to. They can
touch the cow!

The Christian Response to God

God’s identity is knowable in fact
and in history, not in mythology or in
legends: “The virgin will be with child
and will give birth to a Son, and they

will call Him Emmanuel — which means,

‘God with us’” (Matthew 1:23). This is
the significance of Christmas — when
the God of creation became a man in
history (John 1:14). The creation tells
us THAT God exists, history tells us
WHO it is! “No one has ever seen God,
but God the One and Only, who is at the
Father's side, has made Him known”
(John 1:18). For Christians, this re-
moved the problem of the knowableness
of God. We know WHO it is because of
Christmas.

The Christian Responsibility to
the World

Before Jesus returned to heaven, He
told His followers, “...you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes

upon you. And you will be my witness-
es, telling people about me everywhere
— in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth”
(Acts 1:8).

Jesus said that every Christian is to
be committed to evangelism and world
missions. We have the responsibility
to tell all the floundering religions and
non-religious people in the world that
God has revealed Himself — so they,
too, can know WHO God is. His name
is Emmanuel. That’s the significance of
the first name announced by the angel
Gabriel, and that’s the “Good News” of
Christmas — I can know WHO God is!
(Luke 2:10). "t

What's In AName, part 2, will be in the next issue of the Paraclete.

The Christian Faith
in America Today

According to polling in 2022
by the Gallup organization, 81%
of Americans believe in God,
down from 87% in 2017. However,
the Pew Research Center recent-
ly released a report that cited only
64% who identified religiously as
Christians. Wherever the truth lies,
both agree that Christianity is in
decline in America.
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Meanwhile, the Church is in even
greater decline. According to Gallup,
in 2020 only 47% of Americans said
they belonged to a religious con-
gregation compared to 67% in 2000.
The number of churches that closed
in 2019 was 4,500. Only 3,000 new
churches were started in the same pe-
riod for a net loss of 1,500 churches.
A recent survey by Gallup indicated
that only 38% of Americans believe
abortion is morally wrong, an all-
time low. "%

Sources: Answers Magazine, Oct-Dec 2022, page 30; World
Magazine, October 22, 2022, page 15.

Troubling U.S.

Evangelical Worldview

Recent polls reveal that only 6% of
evangelical Christians have a worl-
dview which aligns with Scripture.
For example, 65% agree that each
person is born innocent in the eyes of
God (see Psalm 51:5). Furthermore,
43% of U.S. evangelicals believe that
Jesus was a great teacher but was not
God (see Luke 22:70). Finally, 37%
now believe that gender identity is a
matter of choice (see Genesis 1:27).

In spite of these negative trends, we
have a promise from God regarding
His Church: “the powers of hell shall
not prevail against it” (Matthew
16:18). God will sustain a witness
through His Church until He comes
again. '

Source: Answers Magazine, Jan-Mar, 2023, page 30.
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