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Whosoever...

By Dr. Don Bierle, FaithSearch President

The King James translation of
Romans 10:13 states, “For whosoev-
er will call upon the name of the Lord
will be saved.” More recent translations
simply say “everyone.” It is a reference
to Joel 2:32, and Peter included it in his
Pentecost sermon (Acts 2:21). Did Peter
really believe what he was quoting?

I’m sure he thought it to be true for
all the Jews, but the early chapters of
Acts demonstrates that God had to con-
vince Peter and other Jews that it tru-
ly meant “anyone” and not just them.
It is a fascinating study to observe in
the book of Acts all that God did so the
words of His Son would be fulfilled,
“For God so loved the world...whoev-
er...” (John 3:16).

Jewish Pentecost

John the Baptist had prophesied that
the ministry of Jesus would include
“baptism in the Holy Spirit” (John 1:33).
Jesus affirmed this before He ascended,
“...you shall be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now” (Acts
1:5). Of course, He was referring to
Pentecost, which would occur about a
week later. According to Acts 2:4,6,8, it
was accompanied by the sign of speaking
in tongues, both “glossa” (unknown lan-
guage) and “dialects” (known language).

Pentecost resulted in a Jewish church.
The Jews, including the apostles, thought
the Church was only for the Jews. To

The arrival of the Holy Spirit is often represented by a
descending dove, as in the baptism of Jesus (Luke 3:22).

God’s invitation is extended to whomsoever will come.

include the Samaritans and the Gentiles
was unthinkable. To be included they
must first convert to Judaism. This is
confirmed by the reaction of the Jews to
Peter’s visit with the Gentile Cornelius
(Acts 11:2-3) and the practice of speak-
ing the word to only Jews by those scat-
tered after Stephen’s martyrdom (11:19).

God would not allow this narrow view
to shut out the rest of the world from
Jesus’ redemption. He used the sign of
speaking in tongues (as the Jews expe-
rienced at Pentecost) as the evidence to
prove to them that He was putting his
Spirit within all who believe in Jesus
without regard to race or ethnicity.

Samaritan “Pentecost”

When the news reached Jerusalem
that the despised Samaritans were re-
sponding in faith to the preaching of
Jesus by Philip, they immediately sent
Peter and John to check it out (Acts
8:14). When they prayed for them, the
sign of tongues occurred just as it had
in Jerusalem with the Jews (vv. 15-17).
How could they deny the Samaritans
inclusion in the Church? It would have
been opposing God!

Gentile “Pentecost”

The even-more-difficult test was the
Gentiles. Jews would not have included
them without God’s intervention. God
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Around the World
(literally!)

We use the expressions “out of
town” and “out of the country” when
we are away from home. For a year,
U.S. astronaut Mark Vande Hei
could say he was “out of the world!”
He set the U.S. record for time in
space after completing 5,680 trips
around the earth over a span of 355
consecutive days.

The International Space Station (public domain)

From April 2021, until March 2022,
he was continually at the International
Space Station (ISS) performing vari-
ous experiments. He also escorted a
Russian film crew who made the first
movie filmed in space. He participat-
ed in a scientific study to determine
the effects on the body of prolonged
time in space. In total, Vande Hei has
spent more than 523 days in space on
his multiple missions.

Another U.S. astronaut, Frank
Rubio, will break Vande Hei’s record
this September. His six-month stay at
the ISS was extended to at least 371
days when his scheduled return ve-
hicle was damaged. He will have to
wait for a replacement ride. The indi-
vidual world record for time in space
is still held by the late Russian cos-
monaut, Valeri Polyakov, who spent
437 continuous days aboard the Mir
space station, from 1994 to 1995. "

Sources: World Magazine, April 23, 2022, page 16. “Vision
Checks, Communications Hardware Installs, and Rubio’s 300th
Day in Space,” NASA.gov, retrieved 7/20/2023, (https://blogs.
nasa.gov/spacestation/2023/07/18/). “Frank Rubio’s first space-
flight will turn into the longest mission by a US astronaut,” CNN.
com, retrieved 7/20/2023 (https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/29/
world/longest-stay-in-space-nasa-frank-rubio-scn/)




Volume 6, Issue 4

July 2023

<

“Let the waters teem with

swarms of living creatures”
(Genesis 1:20)

Years ago, I had the privilege of go-
ing to Antarctica twice to do scientific
research in freshwater ecology. My
specialty was the “lifestyle” of sin-
gle-celled animals called protozoa.
Spending hours looking through a
microscope, it was always a welcome
distraction to see a multi-celled inver-
tebrate swim through the field of view.
In Antarctic lakes that was usually a
tardigrade, affectionately called “wa-
ter bears,” which look like a gummy
bear with six clawed legs and a barely
noticeable head.

A microscopic tardigrade, or “water bear.”

(Photo courtesy: Willow Gabriel, Goldstein Lab, licensed under
the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.5 Generic license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/deed.en).)

An obvious question is, “How do
they survive in the harsh environment
of the South Pole when the water they
live in is frozen solid and in darkness
for months each year?” The answer is
stranger than fiction. Under stress, it
curls into a ball and enters a state of
cryptobiosis in which it dehydrates
to 3% of its normal moisture content
and all its metabolic processes shut
down. To prevent cellular damage, it
then releases special proteins which
harden around its molecules and
cells, a process called vitrification.

It is now ready to face the “cruel”
world of a polar winter. In that “tun”
state (resembling a lifeless cask) it
can tolerate temperature extremes
of -450 to +300 degrees F. They can
live in this tun state for thirty years
without food or water. They can en-
dure pressures of 96,000 psi and
survive the vacuum of space. When
conditions are again hospitable, they
can become active — for me to see in
the eyepiece of my microscope!

But now ask the beasts and let
them teach you... that the hand of
the Lord has done this, in whose
hand is the life of every living
thing (Job 12:7-10). “

Source: Answers Magazine, April-June, 2022, page 48
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supernaturally placed Peter in the home
of Cornelius, a Gentile centurion. Upon
proclaiming Jesus, “the Holy Spirit fell
upon them...for they were hearing them
speaking with tongues...” (Acts 10:44-
46). Peter was chastised by the Jewish
church for even going into a Gentile
home (11:1-3). In his defense, Peter
said, “If God gave to them the same gift
as He gave to us also after believing in
the Lord Jesus Christ, who was [ that
1 could stand in Gods way?” (11:17).
Once again, the “sign of tongues” was
used by God to validate that the Gentiles
had received the Holy Spirit and were
an authentic part of His Church.

Whosoever

Peter’s statement in Acts 10:35 was
the intended result of God’s persuasion
to build a unified Church: “I most cer-
tainly understand now that God is not
one to show partiality, but in every na-
tion the one who fears Him and does
what is right is acceptable to Him.” God
used the sign of tongues as the external
evidence to prove that every person
who professed faith in Jesus received
the baptism (permanent indwelling) of
the Holy Spirit. This prevented a splin-
tered following and assured the creation
of His Church as one body in Christ (1
Corinthians 12:13).

Subsequently, in all the evangelism
and instruction of the New Testament,
we do not see any mention of “baptism
with the Holy Spirit” or the validating
sign of speaking in tongues for new
believers. Precedent had been estab-
lished: “baptism with the Holy Spirit”
was an initial experience and assumed
to occur with the confession of faith in
Jesus. Speaking in tongues as a sign was
no longer needed to validate that fact.
[Note: Speaking in tongues as one of the
“gifts” of the Holy Spirit is taught later
(1 Corinthians 12), but this gift was not
given to everyone (1 Corinthians 12:30)
and is not indicated as a sign of baptism
with the Holy Spirit.]

A Final Test

Believers from the sect of the Pharisees
were not so sure about “whosoever”
(Acts 15:1,5). They still demanded the
Gentiles’ conversion to Judaism. It took
an historic council at Jerusalem to fi-
nally settle the matter (Acts 15:1-29).
Paul, Barnabas, Peter, James, the other
apostles, and the elders came together

and united around Peter’s statement,
“God... made no distinction between
us and them, cleansing their hearts by
faith. ...we believe that we are saved
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in
the same way as they also are” (v. 11).
A letter was composed (vv. 23-29) ac-
cepting Gentile believers into the fellow-
ship of the one Church (Romans 10:12)
and sent with Paul and Barnabas to au-
thenticate their message in future mis-
sionary journeys. God had created His
Church just as Jesus prayed in the Upper
Room the night before His crucifixion:
My prayer is not for them [apos-
tles] alone. I pray also for those who
will believe in me through their mes-
sage, that all of them may be one,
Father, just as you are in me and 1
am in you. May they also be in us so
that the world may believe that you
have sent me (John 17:20-21, NIV).

Amen and Amen! "’

Life as a Testimony

“Let your light shine before men
in such a way that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father
who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16;
see also Philippians 2:15).

The Reverend
Billy Graham,
whose life on
earth ended in

2018, about
eight  months
short of 100

years, made the
Gallup list of
most  admired
men and women
(started in 1946)
a record sixty-one times.

Don’s comment: Billy Graham
would be the first to give glory for
this recognition to His Savior Jesus
Christ and the Holy Spirit within.

Rev. Billy Graham,
January 1993

Source: NEWSMAX Magazine, April 2023, p. 29
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