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When “Christians” Get It Wrong:
How You Can Know (Part 3)

By Dr. Don Bierle, FaithSearch President

At His trial, Jesus told Pontius Pilate
that He had “come into the world to
bear witness to the truth.” Pilate cyn-
ically replied, “What is truth?” (John
18:37-38). That is precisely the ques-
tion in this third and final discussion on
Christian doctrinal variation: What is
the authority for Christian faith and
practice?

In the previous two parts, I featured
the Gospel of salvation (grace alone
[sola gratia] through faith alone /sola
fide]) and the nature of Jesus (the man
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God /solus
Christus]).

Here I want to examine how various
“Christian” groups measure up to the
Protestant Reformers’ position that final
authority is exclusive to Scripture (sola
scriptura). A corollary to that is whether
some “Christian” groups might have a
“different spirit” (2 Corinthians 11:4).

Irenaeus (left, ¢. 130 - ¢. 202 AD) quoted and referred
to all but a few of the books in our New Testament.
Athanasius of Alexandria (c.296/298 - 2 May 373)
published one of the first lists of all twenty-seven
books in our New Testament (public domain).

The New Testament Canon Closed

Which New Testament books were
to be accepted as inspired by the
Holy Spirit, the standard (canon) for
Christian faith and practice? R. Laird
Harris argues persuasively that the test
of inspiration is apostolicity, that is,
authorship by an eyewitness apostle
or men commissioned by the apos-
tles (see 2 Peter 1:20-21; 3:2, and 2
Timothy 3:16).

Thus, the New Testament canon was
limited to twenty-seven books written
in the first century by apostolic eyewit-
nesses. Without further apostolic au-
thority after the first century, the New
Testament canon was closed.

Or Was It?

Many groups who call themselves
“Christian” add other writings which
they consider equally authoritative;
or they claim to continue receiving new
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By the Numbers

2024: The 100™ anniversary of the
Indian Citizenship Act (June
2, 1924) which granted birth-
right citizenship to all Native
Americans born in the U.S.

574: The number of federally rec-
ognized Indian tribes (U.S.
Department of the Interior).

6,400,000: The number of Americans
claiming (in the 2020 census)
whole or partial American Indian
ancestry.

From one man he [God] made
every nation of men, that they
should inhabit the whole earth;
and he determined the times set
for them and the exact place
where they should live. God did
this so that men would seek him
and perhaps reach out for him
and find him...for in him we live
and move and have our being
(Acts 17:26-28, NIV). "%

Source: World Magazine, June 1, 2024, p. 18.

How “Christian” Are We?

According to a Pew Research
Center poll in 2017, there are as many
adults in the U.S. who hold to at least
one New Age belief as there are who
believe in God (62%)! For the survey,
people were asked their view of four
New Age concepts:

1) believe spiritual energy can be lo-
cated in physical things

2) believe in psychics

3) believe in reincarnation

4) believe in astrology

An astounding 33% of adults be-
lieve in reincarnation, and 41% in
psychics. “Christians” (every kind)
were not far behind at 29% and 40%,
respectively. Even “evangelicals”
were 19% and 33%, respectively.

It is disappointing that self-iden-
tifying “Christians” did not differ
from those who claimed no religious
affiliation (atheists, agnostics, etc.),
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revelations from God; or both. For
them, the canon is not closed, or at the

least, it is not complete. For example:

Mormonism

The Book of Mormon, Doctrines
and Covenants, the Pearl of Great
Price, etc. are considered sources of
final truth in addition to the Bible.
Furthermore, they consider the
church president as a “prophet, seer,
and revelator” to receive new reve-
lation from God beyond the Bible.

Jehovah’s Witnesses

The translated Bible is fallible and
their headquarters, the Watchtower
Society, had to correct, rewrite, and
republish it. Only their revised ver-
sion is authoritative. Furthermore,
the Watchtower Society is consid-
ered God’s channel for progressive
revelation to them.

Catholics and Eastern Orthodox

They believe that the presiding
leadership (Pope, etc.) can receive
additional revelation at any time.
Catholic examples of new revela-
tions considered authoritative in-
clude Mariology (Mary is sinless, a
prayer intercessor, etc.) and purga-
tory. Orthodox additions include the
sinlessness and intercessory role of
Mary the mother of Jesus, and the
teaching that past Saints are prayer
intercessors on our behalf. None of
these is in the Bible, but they are
given equal authority.

The Bible’s Answer

New revelations?

There is to be none with the same
authority as Scripture.

You shall not add to the word I am
commanding you... Whatever I com-
mand you, you shall be careful to do;
you shall not add to nor take away
from it” (Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32)

“[ testify to everyone who hears the
words of the prophecy of this book: if
anyone adds to them, God shall add
to him the plagues which are written
in this book... (Revelation 22:18)

Sinlessness of Mary?

There is none sinless but Christ
alone (2 Corinthians  5:21).
“...for all have sinned and fall short
ofthegloryofGod...” (Romans 3:23)
“If we say we have no sin, we are
deceiving ourselves...” (1John 1:8)

Saints and Mary as prayer mediators?

There are only two mediators
identified in Scripture.
“For there is one God and
one  Mediator  also  between
God and men, the man Christ
Jesus...” (1 Timothy 2:5)
“...the Spirit helps our weakness, for
we do not know how to pray as we
should, but the Spirit Himself inter-
cedes for us with groanings too deep
for words...” (Romans 8:26-27)

Holy Spirit

Is this also a problem area? Yes, groups
like Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses
deny God as Trinity, thus their “spir-
it” is not a person of the Godhead but
the “active invisible force of Almighty
God” (JW’s) or a “separate personage,
‘substance,’ one of a pantheon of gods”
(Mormons). Thus, they have a “differ-
ent spirit” as Paul taught (2 Corinthians
11:4).

On the other hand, Protestants,
Catholics, and Orthodox have unity on
this, holding that there is one God, eter-
nally existent in three persons: Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19;
John 16:12-15; 1 Corinthians 2:10-11).

Truth

I began this article with Pilate’s ques-
tion about truth. Jesus Himself clearly
stated the answer to Pilate’s question the
night before His crucifixion: “Sanctify
them in the truth; your word is truth”
(John 17:17, emphasis added). May we
all affirm the testimony of the Psalmist:
“Thy word is a lamp to my feet, And a
light to my path” (Psalm 119:105).

I encourage you to use the meaning-
ful benediction of Jude 24-25 to com-
mit your life to the only Savior Jesus
Christ and that you may remain faithful
to His Truth:

Now to Him who is able to keep
you from stumbling, and to make
you stand in the presence of His glo-
ry blameless with great joy, to the
only God and Savior, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty,
dominion and authority, before all
time and now and forever. Amen."~".

Sources: The Kingdom of the Cults, Walter Martin, Bethany House

Publishers; 1985; Inspiration and Canonicity of the Bible, R. Laird
Harris, Zondervan, 1969.
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both at 62%, who hold to at least one of
the four concepts above.

In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
stated God’s intention for His followers:

You are the salt of the earth... You
are the light of the world... Let your
light shine before men in such a way
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father who is in
heaven (Matthew 5:13-16).

The apostle Paul made clear what
should result if Christians truly under-
stood God’s Word:

...we are no longer to be children,
tossed here and there by waves,
and carried along by every wind of
doctrine, by the trickery of men, by
craftiness in deceitful scheming; but
speaking the truth in love, we are to
grow up in all aspects into Him, who
is the head, even Christ (Ephesians
4:14-15).

Pray with us at FaithSearch for a re-
vival in the Church of spiritual knowl-
edge and conviction of the truth revealed
by God in His Word. To see our resourc-
es, go to www.FaithsearchlLearning.org
(“Media” tab) for FREE access to any of
my Bible instruction posted there. ‘i’

Source: World Magazine, May 4, 2024, p. 48

Social Media: Toxic?

Can one’s
self-image be af-
fected by involve-
ment in social
media? Yes, ac-
cording to an un-
scientific study of
sixty-six  female
freshmen at York
University.

Half refrained from all social media,
the other half continued. After one week,
the abstainers scored significantly
better on questionnaires rating body
image satisfaction and self-esteem than
the women in the other group. "’

Source: World Magazine,, June 1, 2024, p. 74
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