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Jesus, our Mercy Seat
By Dr. Don Bierle, FaithSearch President

Nearly one thousand five hundred
years before the incarnation of Jesus
Christ, God established the construc-
tion of the Jewish Tabernacle, including
the mercy seat, which is the cover on
the Ark of the Covenant in the Holy of
Holies:

And you shall make a mercy seat
of pure gold... And you shall make
two cherubim [angels] of gold...
And make one cherub at one end
one cherub at the other end... And
the cherubim shall have their wings
spread upward, covering the mer-
cy seat with their wings and facing
one another... And you shall put the
mercy seat on top of the [Ark of the
Covenant] ...and there I will meet
with you... (Exodus 25:17-22).
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Reconstructed model of the tabernacle, in Timna
Park, Israel. During the Exodus, the Ark of the
Covenant was housed in the tabernacle whenever

the Israelites stopped. (Licensed under the Creative
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license.)

Defining Some Words

The crisis that all humankind faces is
the universality of sin, death, and sepa-
ration (enmity) from God. This is clear-
ly stated by the apostle Paul:

Therefore, just as through one man
sin entered into the world, and death
through sin, and so death spread
to all men, because all sinned...
(Romans 5:12).

In consequence all are under the judg-
ment of God. A prominent theme of the
Bible is God’s plan to redeem (recon-
cile) humanity. It is helpful to under-
stand the meaning of a variety of words
used to explain that plan.

§e * Expiate/Atone — make amends for;
2 pay the penalty for; give satisfac-
tion for a wrong
* Propitiation — the means whereby
sin is covered and remitted

* Reconciliation — to change man’s
enmity into friendship with God

¢ Justification — the pronouncement
of a person as righteous by acquittal
from guilt

The Plan

The apostle John stated the plan sim-
ply: “In this is love, not that we loved
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Ark of the Covenant image by Gustave Doré (1832-
1883) for the lllustrated Bible. (Public domain.)

Indeed, throughout the forty years
of wandering in the wilderness, God’s
presence would be upon it: “from above
the mercy seat, from between the two
cherubim.” The “mercy seat” was the

provision for man’s meeting with God. .
continued on page 2
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Soaring Spiritually
(Eagle-like)

I have friends who have chosen
Isaiah 40:31 as their life verse:

But those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength. They
will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow wea-
ry, they will walk and not be faint
(NIV).

How encouraging!

Eagles have strong wings, adults
with a wingspan of six to eight feet,
which can flap continuously in flight.
To reach heights up to 10,000 feet,
they soar, rather than flap, riding
thermals (columns of rising hot air)
which lift them with minimal effort
and saving much energy. As a result,
they can soar with endurance, often
staying two to four hours in the air
without landing.

Flying is actively moving through
the air with effort; soaring implies
exhilaration and joy. That’s the lesson
of Isaiah 40:31. Life can be stressful,
and we often battle the storms of life
laboriously in the flesh. The eagle is
known to soar to heights, even rising
above the storm clouds. Can that be
true for us as well?

First, the verse begins with a condi-
tion: ““...those who hope in the Lord.”

continued on page 2
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God, but that He loved us and sent His
Son to be the propitiation [“atoning sac-
rifice,” NIV] for our sins” (1 John 2:2,
NASB). Likewise, the apostle Paul ex-
plains, “...for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, being justified
as a gift by His grace through the re-
demption which is in Christ Jesus; whom
God displayed publicly as a propitiation
[“sacrifice of atonement,” NIV] in His
blood through faith (Romans 3:23-25a,
NASB).

Christ, through His expiatory death,
is the personal means by whom God
shows His mercy [acquittal from guilt]
to the sinner who believes. Said another
way, God’s holiness demanded punish-
ment for man’s sin. God, therefore, out
of love, sent His Son to make substitu-
tionary atonement [pay the penalty] for
man’s sin. In this way God’s justice was
propitiated [sin covered and remitted]
by directing the punishment of man’s
sin toward Christ.

The apostle Paul summed this up
well: “All this is from God... that God
was reconciling the world [changing
man’s enmity| to Himself in Christ, not
counting men's sins against them [ac-
quittal from guilt] ...God made Him
who had no sin to be sin for us [atone-
ment], so that in Him we might become
the righteousness of God [justification]”
(2 Corinthians 5:18-21, NIV).

The Mercy Seat

The writer of Hebrews reviewed as-
pects of the Tabernacle: “And behind
the second veil, there was a tabernacle
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Model of the Herodian temple as it would have
appeared until the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70.
The Ark was kept in the Holy of Holies, behind a curtain
in the holy place inside the door (center). Only the high
priest could go behind the curtain—and only once a year.

Depiction of a High Priest of Israel wearing the
priestly breastplate and ephod, for a Christian Bible;
the Holy of Holies is in the background (A. J. Holman
Bible, 1890, public domain.)

which is called the Holy of Holies... and
above it [the Ark of the Covenant] were
the cherubim of glory overshadowing
the mercy seat...” (Hebrews 9:3, 5).

He then explained Jesus’ salvation
role in that God had “prepared a body
for Him” (10:5, His incarnation) so
He could administer the mercy seat in
the Holy of Holies “...not through the
blood of goats and calves, but through
His own blood... once for all, having
obtained eternal redemption” (9:11-12).

It was here, “from above the mercy
seat, from between the two cherubim,”
where God said He would meet with
sinful man. That “meeting,” which re-
sulted in mankind’s redemption, was
fulfilled in Jesus. It was enacted in
history as “...she [Mary Magdalene]
stooped and looked into the tomb and
she beheld two angels in white sitting,
one at the head, and one at the feet,
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A Flying Servant

Esther  Keim
is known as the
“turkey bomber.”
She went the extra e
mile to serve up
a  Thanksgiving
meal to the disadvantaged.

In Alaska there are people living in
cabins which are isolated from civili-
zation. This past Thanksgiving Esther
bought thirty turkeys, put them in plas-
tic bags, and dropped them near these
homes from her single-engine airplane.
She says her aim is not perfect, but that
she has “never hit a house, a person or
adog.” v

Source: World Magazine, January 2025, p. 29.

where the body of Jesus had been ly-
ing” (John 20:11-12).

A picture of Jesus, our Mercy Seat —
the provision for man’s meeting with
God!

“Through Jesus’ voluntary expiatory
sacrifice in the shedding of His blood,
under Divine judgment upon sin, and
through His resurrection, Christ has be-
come the Mercy Seat for His people.”
(Vine, p. 342).

Source: Vines Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament

Words, Vine, Unger, and White, Thomas Nelson Publishers, Articles
on “Propitiation,” “Mercy Seat,” “Justification,” and “Reconciliation.”
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Soaring Spiritually
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We may be gifted, and we may have
developed considerable skills, but
that does not satisfy the condition. To
depend on our abilities alone — “flap-
ping” our wings — saps our energy
and limits our endurance. Biblical
“hope” is a favorable and confident
expectation. It is the basis for soar-
ing to renew our strength and is only
found in the Lord.

Second, the apostle John identified
the spiritual updraft which enables
soaring: “You are from God, little
children, and have overcome them;
because greater is He who is in you
than he who is in the world” (1 John
4:4). Likewise, the apostle Paul iden-
tified the Holy Spirit as the One who
enables us to live life with exhilara-
tion and joy:

Now the Lord is the Spirit; and
where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom. And we, who
with unveiled faces all reflect
the Lord’s glory, are being trans-
formed into His likeness with ever
increasing glory, which comes
from the Lord, who is the Spirit
(2 Corinthians 3:17-18 NIV).

The indwelling Holy Spirit is Jesus’
gift to us. Receive Him and learn to
rely on Him to “run and not grow
weary...walk and not be faint.”

The FaithSearch Paraclete is published by
FaithSearch International, an interdenomina-
tional, donor-supported, 501(c)(3) organization,
based in Edina, MN, USA.

FaithSearch is a member in good
standing of the Evangelical Council
for Financial Accountability.




